Reflection on the First Sunday of Lent:

“The Temptation to Turn Stones into Bread”
Courtesy to Rev Tigi Abraham CST

Today, on the first Sunday of Lent, we reflect on the first temptation of Jesus, where the devil
urged Him to turn stones into bread—bypassing the natural process of growth and
sustenance. This temptation represents a broader human inclination: the desire for success,
power, or fulfilment without the necessary effort, patience, and discipline. Yet, Jesus refuses
to take a shortcut, demonstrating that genuine success—whether spiritual, intellectual, or
material—requires time, perseverance, and trust in a higher order.

In our experience of farming, we see that it is stone that gradually breaks down into soil. Seeds
are sown in this soil, nourished by its nutrients, and over time, they grow into crops that
ultimately become bread. This natural process teaches us an essential truth: true
nourishment—both physical and spiritual—comes through patience, labour, and the right
processes and conditions. However, there is an undeniable human tendency to seek wealth,
fame, or influence through easy and sometimes dishonest means—cheating, manipulation, or
exploitation. In today’s world of instant gratification, where fast money, quick fame, and
overnight success are glorified, this passage serves as a reminder that true fulfilment comes
from following the right path, even when it is slow and challenging.

Success built on integrity and effort endures, while that gained through shortcuts is often
fleeting. Jesus’ response also emphasizes that human beings are not merely material
creatures. If we focus solely on worldly achievements—wealth, status, and pleasure—we risk
neglecting the deeper dimensions of life: character, wisdom, and spiritual depth. The
temptation to "turn stones into bread" symbolizes the illusion that success can be attained
without undergoing the proper process of growth and refinement. As we journey through this
Lenten season, let us resist the lure of shortcuts and instead embrace the path of patience,
discipline, and trust in God’s divine plan.
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First Reading:
Deuteronomy 26: 4 - 10
The confession of faith of the chosen people.

Psalm 91
Be with me, O Lord, in my distress.

Second Reading:
Romans 10: 8 - 13
The confession of faith of believers in Christ.

The Gospel Acclamation:
Glory and praise to You, O Christ.
One does not live by bread alone, but by every
word that comes forth from the mouth of God.
Glory and praise to you, O Christ.

The Gospel
St Luke 4:1-13

Jesus was lead by the Spirit in the wilderness and

tempted by the devil.

Today - Readers and Bidding

Prayers:
9.15am Mass - Anne Pender
11.15am Mass - Helen Flight

Next Sunday 16t March

2nd Sunday of Lent Year C
9.15am Mass -

11.15am Mass - Jim Johnston

n llection
09/03 - Papal/Episcopal Charities
23/03 - Building Fund

30/03 - SCIF Sunday
13/04 - Good Friday Holy Places

Feast, Memorials, Holyvdays etc.

Monday - St John Ogilvie - Feast

MEMORARE
REMEMBER, O most gracious Virgin Mary, that never was it known that anyone who fled
to your protection, implored your help, or sought your intercession was left unaided.
Inspired with this confidence, I fly to you, O Virgin of virgins, my Mother; to you do |
come; before you | stand, sinful and sorrowful. O Mother of the Word Incarnate, despise
not my petitions, but in your mercy hear and answer me. Amen.

Offertories 0274 March - 8th Ordinary
Sunday, 2025 YrC

St Fergus Vigil Mass £84.25
St Fergus Sunday Mass £148.50
St Anthony Sunday Mass £122.95
Total (1) = £355.70

Donations Total (3) £200.00
Fundraising - Building Fund £
Total (4) £

Total Banked (1,2,3,4) = £787.48

Special Collections etc.
Building Fund Total(4) £

Second Collection Forfar £
Second Collection Kirriemuir £
(Christmas Flowers)

Tea/Coffee Forfar £34.00
Tea/Coffee Kirriemuir £
Candles Kirriemuir £97.13
Candles Forfar £32.15
Flowers Kirriemuir £

Flowers Forfar £5.00
Repository Forfar £28.50
Repository Kirriemuir £35.00

Missal Sales both Parishes £
Other Monies Total (2) = £431.78

Parish Safeguarding Please note that the Parish Safeguarders for Kirriemuir are Kaye Donaldson

and at Forfar Zofia Korabiowska-Smith.

Could parents please make sure that any toys or books borrowed from the back

of the church are returned after Mass.

Thank you.
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TEA, COFFEE & BISCUITS: available after both Sunday Masses. Why not come along for a natter and meet up with
other visitors, friends and other parishioners alike. There are no strangers here, only friends who have never yet met. A rota
list is available at both churches if you would like to assist in the provision of this facility. Donations gratefully accepted.

Gift Aid - Please Note the Gift Aid Scheme Is completely CONFIDENTIAL. It is a requirement of Law, that anyone
who completes a Gift Aid Form must ensure that they pay tax sufficient to cover the donation. Offerings made under Gift
Aid allows the church to claim 25p for every £1.00 donated from HMRC. The extra revenue greatly benefits our churches.
If you wish to claim ‘Gift Aid’, then ask Father to register for Gift Aid and receive envelopes to use every week. Thank
you.

SCIAF WEE BOX 2025
This year’s wee box are available at the back of the church. Please collect one as you leave.

Services and Masses for Season of Lent 2025

» »
L%E@SICK, DECEASED &ANNIVERSARIES WQ/@

Please remember in your prayers those who are sick: Alex Moss, Gerry Quinn, Bruce & Aaron Durning, Jim Robson,
Charles Blackwell, Duncan Fisher, Eileen Morgan, Anne Simmonds, Andrzej Axenti, Annete Fraserburgh, Robin Mathew,
Yvonne Cargill, John & Margaret Clowes, Tom Doyle, Doris Donnelly, Suzie McGeachy, Alistair Cormie, Elaine Bray,
Mrs Lebida.

The Beloved Recently Departed:

and those whose anniversaries occur at this time (month of March) Mollie Murphy, Norena Duncan, Donal Cummins,
Rosemary Towns, Filming Fulton, Jemima Houghton, Larry Reynolds, Winifred Geekie, Anna Jane Melrose, Deidre
Duncan, Florence Dempsey, Edward Carney, James Aloysius Kerr, Ellen Smith, Charlotte Wilson, Mary Piggot, Jim
Kane, Vic Fisher, Jeff Sanders,

May their souls and the souls of the faithful departed through the mercy of God rest in peace.

Lent Retreat:
On Saturday 5™ of April 2025 at 9.30am (Rev Fr. Andrew Marshall)

Reconciliation Service and General Absolution:
St Fergus Forfar: on Thursday 10t of April 2025.
St Anthony Kirriemuir: Friday 11t of April 2025.

Palm Sunday Service on 13" of April 2025

FREE SCHOOL UNIFORMS
At this time of the school year children have often grown out of or damaged their uniforms. A notice is up in the church
about the free uniform shop on 26 West High, Forfar called” The Anchorage”. It is a shop where reconditioned uniforms for
all ages and sizes are available free of charge. The shop is opened from 10 - 12 noon on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and
Thursdays and is a venture by All Souls Church, formerly St Margarets, who have carried out this service of recycling
uniforms for many years. The shop will also accept donations of uniforms for recycle.

Cofession Services
St Anthony Kirriemuir: Tuesday 15™ of April 2025 from 10.30am to 12.00pm.
St Fergus Forfar: on Wednesday 16" of April 2025 from 10.30 am to 1.00pm.

Holy Thursday Services:
Will be held in St Anthony’s Kirriemuir on 17% April at 7.00pm

A Date for The Diary
The Dunkeld Diocesan Lourdes Pilgrimage Committee, are delighted to announce that Bishop Andrew McKenzie will lead our
2025 pilgrimage to Lourdes, from 71 to 14" July 2025. For further information please email -dunkeld @pobox.com or phone
07801227443.

Good Friday Service
Will be held in St Anthony’s Kirriemuir on 18™ April at 3.00pm

Children's liturgy- Next. Sunday 9th March Children are invited to learn about the Gospel
message and complete a craft activity in the back room. This takes part from after the
entrance hymn till the Offertory when children re-join their family in the Church. Look
forward to seeing you. Anyone feeling a bit apprehensive is very welcome to bring a parent
with them. Angela
Sacramental preparation Classes have re-commenced and will run each Thursday during
term time. If weather is looking poor, we will aim to cancel by lunchtime. Please check your
WhatsApp messages for cancellations. We are aware that weather conditions vary out with
Forfar, and if unable to travel into Forfar due to poor weather, please let us know in plenty
of time so we can decide regarding cancelling the class. Thank you. Angela and Karolina.

Holy Saturday Service & Vigil in St Fergus’ Forfar
Blessing of the Food at 10.00am
Easter Vigil at 7.00pm

Easter Services
St Anthony’s Kirriemuir at 9.15am
St Fergus’ Forfar at 11.15am

Don’t Carry or Have Cash, But Wish to Make a Donation?

< Results Week 6 - 23" February
(Drawn in this order)

£5 No. 64 Andy McDonald; £10 No.12 Fiona McMahon; £20 No.52 Jim Houghton
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