“To know Jesus more clearly, to love him more dearly and to follow him more nearly, day by day,”

REFLECTION ON THE PALM SUNDAY OF LENT:

Courtesy to Rev Dr Tigi Abraham CST

Hosanna to the Cross: A Love that Chose Suffering

Today, as we wave palms and recall the joyful cries of “Hosanna,” we also stand
at the threshold of the Passion. Palm Sunday carries a tension—it begins in
triumph and ends in the shadow of the cross and suffering. However, what is most
striking is not the crowd’s change of heart, but Jesus’ unwavering choice: He does
not resist what is to come. He does not seek suffering for the sake of drama or
adventure. He is not a thrill-seeker chasing heroic glory. Instead, Jesus chooses
the path of suffering to be with us—to walk in the fullness of our human condition,
including pain, betrayal, loneliness, and death.

Unlike worldly heroes who suffer to prove their strength, Jesus enters into
suffering with a quiet, profound humility. He enters Jerusalem on a donkey, in
Gethsemane we hear His anguish, he carries a cross to Golgotha and on the
cross we hear His cry of abandonment. These are not theatrical gestures—they
are real, raw expressions of Jesus’ solidarity with every human person that has
ever felt despair. Jesus’ Passion is not a performance; it is an offering. He does
not conquer by escaping pain but by committing himself to it fully, transforming it
with love. In doing so, Jesus assures us: You are never alone in your suffering. |
have gone there with you, and for you.

So as Holy Week begins, let us not rush too quickly to Easter joy. Let us walk with
Jesus in His suffering, not as spectators, but as those who recognize our own
pain in his. He does not save us by avoiding the cross—he saves us by embracing
it, and by embracing us. This is not adventure; it is compassion. Not spectacle,
but self-giving love. And in that love, we find our hope, our healing, and our peace.
Jesus' path leads to the cross, not because he must, but because he loves.

In a world that often avoids pain, Jesus walks straight into it for us, not with
bravado, but with humility.
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Sacrament of Reconciliation
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Good Friday
Holy Places

Palm Sunday of The Passion of The Lord
Year C

First Reading:
The Prophet Isaiah 50:4-7
I hid not my face from disgrace, and | knew that
I shall not be put to shame.
Psalm 22
My God, My God, why have you forsaken me
Second Reading:
Philippians 2:6-11
He humbled himself, therefore God has highly
exalted him
The Gospel Acclamation:

Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory
Christ became for us obedient to the point of
death, even death on a cross. Therefore God has
highly exalted him and bestowed on him the
name that is above every name
Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory
The Gospel
St Luke 22:14-23:56
The Narrative of The Lord’s Passion Year C

Today - Readers & Bidding Prayers:
9.15am Mass - Margory Hughes

11.15am Mass-Zo Korabiowska-
Smith

Next April 20t Easter Sunday Yr C
9.15am Mass- Irene Miller

11.15am Mass- Margaret Mitchell

Second Collection dates:
13/04 - Good Friday Holy Places
20/04 - Missions Appeal
27/04 - Building Fund
11/05 - Apostolate of Communications
25/05 - Building Fund

Feast, Memorials, Holydays etc.
Thursday - Thursday of The Lord’s

Supper

Friday - Friday of The Passion of The Lord
Saturday - Holy Saturday at the Tomb of
Christ

MEMORARE
REMEMBER, O most gracious Virgin Mary, that never was it known that anyone who
fled to your protection, implored your help, or sought your intercession was left unaided.
Inspired with this confidence, | fly to you, O Virgin of virgins, my Mother; to you do |
come; before you | stand, sinful and sorrowful. O Mother of the Word Incarnate, despise
not my petitions, but in your mercy hear and answer me. Amen.

Offertories: 5t Sunday of Lent ‘25, Yr C

St Fergus/Anthony Vigil £70.80
St Fergus Sunday Mass £131.50
St Anthony Sunday Mass £127.45
Total (1) = £329.75

Donations Total (3) £0
Building Fundraising - Total (4) £0.00

Total Banked (1,2,3,4) = £464.75
The banked total does not

include Flower Money, which is
retained in the Parishes.

Special Collections etc.
2nd Collection Total (4) £

Second Collection Forfar £
Second Collection Kirriemuir £

Tea/Coffee Forfar £65.00
Tea/Coffee Kirriemuir £70.00
Candles Kirriemuir £
Candles Forfar £
Flowers Kirriemuir £210.00
Flowers Forfar £160.00

Repository Forfar £
Repository Kirriemuir £
Other Monies Total (2) = £505.00

NB: Flower money remains
in the Parishes

Parish Safeguarding Please note that the Parish Safeguarders for Kirriemuir are
Kaye Donaldson and at Forfar Zofia Korabiowska-Smith.

Could parents please make sure that any toys or books borrowed
from the back of the church are returned after Mass. Thank you.
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TEA, COFFEE & BISCUITS: available after both Sunday Masses. Why not come along for a natter and meet up with
other visitors, friends and other parishioners alike. There are no strangers here, only friends who have never yet met. A rota
list is available at both churches if you would like to assist in the provision of this facility. Donations gratefully accepted.

Gift Aid - Please Note the Gift Aid Scheme Is completely CONFIDENTIAL. It is a requirement of Law, that anyone who
completes a Gift Aid Form must ensure that they pay tax sufficient to cover the donation. Offerings made under Gift Aid
allows the church to claim 25p for every £1.00 donated from HMRC. The extra revenue greatly benefits our churches. If
you wish to claim, ‘Gift Aid’, then please ask Father to register for Gift Aid and receive envelopes to use every week.
Thank you.

Services and Masses for The Season of Lent and
Holy Week 2025

> 0

«vfj‘@SICK, DECEASED &ANNIVERSARIES ng@
Please remember in your prayers those who are sick: Alex Moss, Gerry Quinn, Jim Robson, Charles Blackwell,
Duncan Fisher, Eileen Morgan, Anne Simmonds, Andrzej Axenti, Annete Fraserburgh, Yvonne Cargill, John &
Margaret Clowes, Tom Doyle, Suzie McGeachy, Alistair Cormie, Elaine Bray, Mrs Lebida, Dawn Clark.
The Beloved Recently Departed: Doris Donnelly; Irene Moore.
and those whose anniversaries occur at this time (month of March) Bruce Sturrock; Brendan Callan; Maureen
Dykes, Joyce Ferguson; Mary Mitchell; Frank Kopel, lan Melrose; Michael Francis Kilbane; Bishop Elect Martin
Chambers; Frank Quigley; John S Barker; John Gallacher; Graeme Cook Edith Harper; Rena Reynolds.
May their souls and the souls of the faithful departed through the mercy of God rest in peace.

Lent Retreat:
Grateful thanks are extended to Fr Andrew Marshall of St Thomas’ Arbroath, for
his leading the Mass and Lenten Retreat last Saturday

Stations of The Cross
Thursdays St Fergus — Immediately after 10-00 Mass
Friday St Anthony — Immediately after 0930 Mass

Reconciliation Service and General Absolution:
St Fergus Forfar: on Thursday 10™ of April 2025 @ 7.30pm
St Anthony Kirriemuir: Friday 11™ of April 2025 @ 7.30pm

Children’s liturgy
Children are invited to learn about the Gospel message and complete a craft activity in the back room. This takes
part from after the entrance hymn till the Offertory when children re-join their family in the Church. Look

forward to seeing you. Anyone feeling a bit apprehensive is very welcome to bring a parent with them. The next

opportunity will be announced nearer the time. Angela.
Sacramental preparation
Classes will restart on 24th April after the school holidays, when children continue to prepare for their First
Communion or Confirmation.
We remember in our prayers, the 3 children who received their First Reconciliation recently.

Parents are reminded to check their what's app messages on Thursday afternoons, in case we need to cancel any

class at short notice. Thank you. Angela and Karolina.

Palm Sunday Service on 13" of April 2025
Normal Sunday Mass Times

Confession Services
St Anthony Kirriemuir: Tuesday 15" of April 2025 from 10.30am to 12.00pm.
St Fergus Forfar: on Wednesday 16" of April 2025 from 10.30 am to 1.00pm.

Chrism Mass
This Mass takes place Wednesday 16" of Holy Week. See details over page.

Offertory Envelopes
The next issues of offertory envelopes are now available for both Gift Aid & Non-Gift Aid.

The Chrism Mass
The Annual Diocesan Easter Chrism Mass, for the Blessing of The Oils for the
coming year and Renewal of Commitment to Priestly Service, will be held in
St Andrew’s Cathedral, Nethergate, Dundee, on Wednesday 16™ April at 7-00pm.
All welcome to attend

Childhood Experiences of WW?2 Blitz
On Thursday April 24", at 1-30pm, all are welcome to attend a St Fergus Church Hall hosting of a short talk by
Parishioner Margaret Fisher, on her childhood experiences of surviving the World war 2 London Blitz. The event
is to mark the 80" Anniversary of the end of WW?2. On completion a cup of tea or coffee will be provided.
A notice and names list will be posted on the notice board.

Holy Thursday Services:
Will be held in St Anthony’s Kirriemuir on 17" April at 7.00pm

Good Friday Service
Will be held in St Anthony’s Kirriemuir on 18" April at 3.00pm

e Results Week 2 of the new session - 6" April
£5—N0.32 Maureen Bruce; £10 — No.67 Alan Weir; £20 — N0.88 Kaye Donaldson
Please hand in subscriptions via a marked envelope to either Fr Dijo, or Frances or directly to Kaye or Geoff.
Thank you and Good Luck.
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Holy Saturday Service & Vigil in St Fergus’ Forfar
Blessing of the Food at 10.00am
Easter Vigil at 8.00pm
Please Note the change of time due to Diocesan arrangements

FREE SCHOOL UNIFORMS
At this time of the school year, children have often grown out of or damaged their uniforms. A notice is up in the
church about the free uniform shop on 26 West High, Forfar, called “The Anchorage”. It is a shop where
reconditioned uniforms for all ages and sizes are available free of charge. The shop is opened from 10 - 12 noon
on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays and is a venture by All Souls Church, formerly St Margarets, who have
carried out this service of recycling uniforms for many years. The shop will also accept donations of uniforms
for recycle.

Easter Sunday Services
St Anthony’s Kirriemuir at 9.15am
St Fergus’ Forfarat 11.15am
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